HIST 112 Term Project
Due May 1, 2012
Assignment: 
The focus of this assignment is to engage in primary source research, analysis, and evaluation. 

For this assignment the student identifies a topic area/subject area for her/his research project from the periods covered in class.  

The students then researches and selects two primary sources for this assignment to work on. One of these sources should be an “image” and the other a written document. 

Students then complete the assignment form (Written and Image Analysis Documents) provided by the instructor, which is the basis for their written essay.  The written essay is to be at least a 350-word essay comparing and evaluating the two sources as well as an analysis and reflection of what was learned in the process.   

Objectives: 
· Students demonstrate an understanding of the differences in sources, especially primary and secondary. 

· Students learn how to engage in primary source research and show possible problems with such sources.

· Students show their research skills by engaging in Information Literacy.

· Students relate the primary sources to each other, classroom materials, and the real world by thinking critically about the sources.
· Students demonstrate the basic principles of how to compare, evaluate, and analyze primary sources according to historical standards, including citations and writing a clear, well-structured essay with correct English grammar.
Guiding Questions:

This is two-fold:
Step 1: The Guiding questions are provided by the Written Document Analysis Sheet and the Image Document Analysis Sheet.

Step 2: The guided questions for the essays are comparative, evaluative, and analytical:

1. What is your topic for this paper (Introduction)

2. What are the main points of the source?

a. Introduce the first source (with proper citations), summarize and describe the source, evaluate the validity by addressing the question of where the source originates from (normally in an annotation) and move to the next source. 

You likely wish to consider the below steps and questions we have worked with in class for the evaluation aspect: 

· What type of document/image is it and why is this important?

· Who is the “creator” of this source?

· What is mentioned in these sources?  Why?

· What is not mentioned and why?

· What is the purpose of these source/these sources?

· How do your sources support your topic? 

· What makes a primary source reliable? 

· How can you detect bias in a primary source?

b. Introduce the second source, following the guidelines under a. 

3. Compare the two sources:

a. What are the similarities?

b. What are the differences?

c. Which one is more “accurate” according to you analysis and why?

4. How do you relate the sources you found on the topic to the class materials?

5. How do the sources and your findings connect with the real world and your thoughts/opinion/knowledge on the issue.
BE SURE TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION ON THE ANALYSIS SHEET!!
Suggestions:

Primary Sources should NOT come from the class materials but need to be derived from research.
There is a document on this site with a list of web sites for primary sources, both documents and graphics, or you can find one in a library
An image can be a painting, a photograph, a map, a cartoon, etc. but not a video.
Any written document of any length can be the second sources; for fruitful analysis these should be longer than three paragraphs. 
Pick a topic that is long enough to give you a variety of sources to choose from, but not one that is so humungous (World War II, the Depression) that you cannot handle it. It can be helpful to pick two sides of a topic—a document in favor of suffrage and a cartoon opposed to it, for example—so that you can easily compare/contrast.

REMEMBER: the topic has to be from the 1865-2011 time period.

Length: 

Complete the forms and write a cohesive, well-structured essay, with a minimum 350 words.  

Formatting Guidelines: Font 12 Aral, Calibri or Times New Roman, Line Spacing: 2”, side margins: 1”; bibliography attached but does not count for words, neither does a cover page if one is used; number the pages.  
The assignment must be turned in as a hard copy to the instructor in class by the due date—and this is a “drop dead due date.”
